
By Tommy Kortman

Thunderbird: A legendary creature 
of the Native American people. A Supernatural 
bird whose beating wings cause the thunder and 
create the wind. A bird that shoots lightening 

from its eyes. It is this image that adorns the ventral side 
of the United States Air Force Flight Demonstration Team, 
The Thunderbirds. And like their namesake implies, they 
definitely “Bring the Thunder”. 
  The uS Air Force official air demonstration team, officially 
designated the 3600th Air Demonstration Unit, was created on 
May 25th 1953. They were activated at Luke AFB in Arizona. 
It was because of the wonderful Native American folklore 
and culture around where the base was located that the team 
adopted the Thunderbird nickname. The first plane the team 
flew was the F-84G Thunderjet. As time passed the team 
would transfer into more sophisticated front line fighters like 

the swept wing F-84F Thunderstreak. In 1956 the team would 
move from Luke AFB to their present home at Nellis AFB 
in Nevada. They would also go supersonic with the F-100C 
Super Sabre. In 1964, The Thunderbirds would fly the F-105B 
Thunderchief for 
only 6 shows before 
a terrible accident 
had them back in the 
F-100 for the next 5 
years. In the spring 
of 69, the team tran-
sitioned to the F-4E 
Phantom II. This was 
also the year that the 
base white paint was used. Before that, the planes were bare 
polished metal. In 1974, during the gas crisis, the Thun-
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We had a light turnout at the 
July meeting. I thought we would 

have a light turnout because of the 
holiday week. 
We did miss Tommy Kortman at the 

meeting. he was feeling under the 
weather. I would like to thank Jason 
Rothgeb for running the monthly con-
test. Joe Vattilana gave a great seminar 
on hot forming plastic.
Tommy and i went to the the york 

US Dragway reunion. We had a great 
time checking out the old school real 
cars from the 60’s and 70’s and meeting 
up with friends. The Central PA club 
held a car model contest and make it 
- take it on Saturday. yon can go to my 
folki site to see the pictures. on the way 
home we stopped at Mainline hobbies. 
Les has a good supply of Tamyia paint 
and other miscellaneous tools and ac-
cessories. 
i can honestly say that going to the 

show with Tommy was a new experi-
ence for me.
Tommy forced me to buy a Jenkins 

Competition hat in memory of the late 
Grumpy Jenkins. Since I have never 
been a General Motors fan and I believe 
the hat put a curse on me because on 
my way to Mainline hobbies my car 
lost a water pump belt as we got to 
Plymouth Meeting mall. This was the 
first time in many years that I had a car 
break down on the road. I believe that 
the Black Jenkins Competition hat is 
a bad luck charm. (Did I mention that 
Tommy talked me into buying the hat?). 
The tow truck driver and Tommy be-
came new friends. As I was busy in Pep 
Boys getting my car registered to get 
fixed Tommy and his new friend were in 
a deep conversation about h.o. trains. 
Meanwhile my car sat on the truck. I had 
to break up the conversation to get my 
car off the truck. What a day it turned 
out to be. I cannot wait for next years 
show because it has to be very boring 
after this year. 

To view my pictures go to http:// 
public.fotki.com/bobd/york
After some serious discussions with 

my wife who informed me that I need to 
start building again. I have finally started 
my Zombie Killer project.  I will bring 
it to the September meeting to show 
you the progress I am making. hope 
everyone else are making progress. I am 
hoping for a good turn out for this club 
build.
i will not be attending the August 

meeting since I will be on Vacation that 
week. Tommy will be there to provide 
the entertainment.
That’s all for now folks.

heeeere’ss Tommy!

WoW!, Thanks a lot for that 
semi-fictional account. Well, 

styrene fans, before I get to setting the 
record straight about Uncle Bobby’s 
break down, let me first get into last 
month. It is true that I missed the meet-
ing. I must have been more affected by 
the heat that day than I thought. After 
I got home from work, and was get-
ting ready for our meeting, I sat down 
on the bed to put my sneakers on, and 
BAM! I just went out. I guess I was really 
wiped out! I would like to appologize for 
my absence, and thank everybody that 
stepped up and took over. I understand 
that Jason did a wonderful job. It has 
also come to my attention that the ma-
jority of our members either dont read 
this fine news letter, or they have the 
memory retention of gold fish, because 
the Theme Contest themes are printed 
in every issue, yet I got no less than 10 
e-mails asking me what next month’s 
theme was. Last month, one of our 
intrepid members actually called one of 
the hobby shops in the news letter to 
see if they new what the July contest 
theme was. Now this phone number is in 
the same issue that the ThEMES ARE 
PRINTED IN!! on a positive note, the 
hoby shop owner, Dave from New Con-

cept hobbies on Stokes Rd in Medford, 
really goes out of his way for his custom-
ers. Dave found my cell phone number 
and called me while I was driving the 
armored truck to ask me about the 
theme. So who was this half blind DVSM 
member, who doesn’t read his newslet-
ters? Well, I’ll give you a hint...he builds 
1/32 scale planes exclusively.
Thanks again to Jason Rothgeb 

for taking the reigns in my absence last 
month. I see from his notes that Joe Volz 
won the July theme with a 1/72 scale 
F-16 Falcon. Please read the Winner’s 
circle column to find out more about this 
wonderful model.
ok, now that business is out of the 

way, let’s set the record straight about 
Uncle Bobby and my trip to york. The 
reunion was great. There were some 
wonderful cars on display. I thought the 
Jenkins tribute was especially nice. I 
bought a black Jenkins Competition hat. 
When UB (Uncle Bobby) saw how good 
I looked in it he became jealous and 
had to buy one. he mumbled some-
thing about being hat buddies. Anyway, 
on the way home we decided to stop 
at Mainline hobbies in the Plymouth 
Meeting Mall to visit Les. Now UB has a 
wonderful GPS. however he never uses 
it because it gives you a direct route 
to your destination, and Bob loves to 
meander around until he eventually 
sees something he recognizes. he calls 
it exploring. During this exploration, he 
completely missed the correct turn. of 
course he was barreling down the Turn-
pike at 85 mphat the time. During this 
high speed exhibition, UB decides to 
see how well his car handles at the next 
off ramp. I guess hyundai aren’t rated 
for that many lateral G forces and spit 
it’s water pump belt off. We did make it 
to the mall. UB called AAA and a truck 
was dispatched. The car was loaded, and 
UB decides to lecture the driver on the 
proper route to take. All the way home, 
all we heard was stories on how to take 
different routes to the same locations. 

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

hello Fellow Styrene Junkies!

continued on page 7



July Meeting display highlights

Boeing P-12E, 1/32, by Paul Tomczak.  

Boeing CH-47 Chinook, 1/48, by Charlie Lockard

Chance-Vought F8U Crusader, 1/48, by Joe Leonetti

North America F-86E Sabre Jet, 1/48, by Paul Kopczynski.

Shelby GT-500 Mustang, 1/12, by Mike Turco

’59 Rambler Classic station wagon custom, 1/25, by Rod Rakos

Photos by 
Bob Doebley



Sikorsky MH-53J Pave Low, 1/72, by Joe Volz

North American P-51D Mustang, 1/72, by Mike Turco

Curtiss P-40M Warhawk - Finnish, 1/48, by Charlie Lockard

General Dynamics F-16CJ, 1/72, by Joe Volz

Grumman F4F-4 Wildcat, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

Boeing 767-300ER - Etihad Airways (UAE), 1/200, by Joe Volz

July Meeting display highlights
Photos by 
Bob Doebley



Dragon & Wizard by Vince Buonfiglio

Fiat Br.20, Italeri 1/72, by Paul Tomczak. Photo by Bob Doebley.

Monthly Theme 
Contests
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the 
following meeting.

JAnuAry Winner: greg hogg

Jolly Old England

FebruAry Winner: dennis levy

Delivery Service

MArCh Winner: dennis levy

Der Fatherland (Germany)

April Winner: nick Sandone

Go Topless

MAy Winner: Mike Turco

Italy

June best in Show: Steve Marchante

Gold, Silver & Bronze Contest

July Winner: Joe Volz

America

AuguST

Land of the Rising Sun (Japan)

SepTeMber

Viva La France (France)

oCTober: 

? (Prototypes, Concepts and   
Fantasy Figures)

noVeMber

The Tortoise and the Hare   
(Double theme) [PICK ONE]

deCeMber

Fave 5 contest & Zombie/Zombie   
Killer club build due

July Meeting display highlights
Photos by 
Bob Doebley



Models, dioramas, & Modelers needed...

WWII Miniatures Museum 
 at Camp Evans in Wall, NJ
   Reported by Rod Rakos

While at a car show at the InfoAge Science history Learning 
Center and Museum in Wall NJ in June, my wife Debbie and I were 
excited to find out that they now have a WWII Miniatures Museum, 

featuring models, dioramas, and ephemera from WWII. We had the opportunity 
to meet Bob Perricelli, the museum manager, and talk about their displays.

 The WWii Miniatures Museum is looking for dioramas, models and 
help to restore and maintain current pieces. Bob said he’s be glad to come to 
a meeting and talk about what they are doing. his email address is Perricelli@
comcast.net. The museum is currently located in a single room – but they plan 
to expand to a much larger area  in the near future. The InfoAge Museum also 
has a dining room and other display areas available – it might even be a good 
location for a show or other modeling event.

 There will also be a Symposium on WWII in August. here’s an excerpt from 
the website:

“ The Third Annual InfoAge WWII Symposium will be held on August 
18 and 19, 2012 from 1 to 5 PM. The program is the same for both 
days giving attendees the flexibility to pick which day they wish to 
attend. All those interested in WW II should come and learn what are, 
for many, little known facts that led to ultimate victory in the conflict. 
There will be a series of presentations given by technical experts that 
will enlighten the audience and stimulate conversation.”

 bob perricelli will be one of the speakers at the symposium, as well. Camp 
Evans is a WWII National historical Site and has a really interesting history 
overall – check out their website at www.infoage.org.  The site was also fea-
tured in a recent article in Weird NJ magazine! n

Wanted: 
Seminars/

Programs for 
the Remaining 
Open del-Val 

Meetings
 

We still need “how-To” 
Modeling Programs for 

our August, october 
and November Del Val 
meetings for this year.

 
If you have some 

modeling trick, tip or 
technique you’d like 

to share with the rest 
of us, please drop 

Tony Wootson a line at 
twoot@comcast.net 

Thanks.



2012 Theme Contest point Standings to date

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Tomczak, Paul 4 1 2 3 3 3     16
Turco, Mike 3 3 1  5 2     14
Levy, Dennis  5 5  3      13
Kopczynski, Paul 2 1 4   4     11
hogg, Greg 5 1 1 1  1     9
Lockard, Charlie    4 3 2     9
Leonetti, Joe 1 1 2 1  4     9
Sandone, Nick   3 5       8
Makin, Jamie 1  1 1 4      7
Volz, Joe   2   5     7
Anderson, Dave 2   3       5
Rakos, Rod  1 1 1  2     5
Isnardi, Ed  4         4
Bonfigillo, Vince  2  2       4
Ursino, Lou 1    3      4
Erb, Wyatt      4     4
Goschke, John  1 2        3
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Ivey, Tony   2        2
Machaqueiro, John   2        2
Rifkin, howard  1         1
Swatch, Chris  1         1
Napoleon, Mike    1       1
Rothgeb, Jason    1       1
haas, Butch      1     1
Cicconi, Bob      1     1

presidents’ Corner 
Continued from page 2

Eventually we made it home. What an 
adventure. Can’t wait for our next road-
trip. They are always “adventures”.
before i split, I just wanted to let ev-

eryone know something wonderful that 
is happening to a fellow modeler and 
friend of ours. Ken hamilton, diorama 
builder extrodinare, has an oppertunity 
that I imagine a few of us could dream 
of. Ken has been invited to display many 
of his dioramas at an art gallery. During 
the month of September, Ken’s work will 
be on display, and for sale, at the Rodger 
LaPelle Gallery here in Philadelphia. 
The gallery is located at 122 North Third 
Street, Philadelphia, PA. The “First 
Friday” reception will be on September 
7, from 5pm to 9pm. Those of you who 
know Ken and have seen his work know 
this should be a great showing. I hope 
that you get a chance to support a fellow 
modeller. Ken says that this is the first 
time that the gallery is showing minia-
tures, and so will be very interested to 

see the response. If it’s good, there may 
be more miniature (Apparently that’s 
what the art world calls models) events. 
Who knows, maybe this could be a good 
thing for our hobby. n

Winner’s Circle
 Continued from page 1

derbirds went from the F-4E to the 
slightly more fuel efficient T-38A 
Talon. It marked the first time that the 
team did not use a front line fighter 
aircraft. This lasted for just under 
10 years, for on June 22, 1982, the 
F-16 Falcon was delivered to Nel-
lis. The team did not perform in ’82 
while they learned the new aircraft, 
but they have been going strong ever 
since. 2012 will mark the teams 59th 
year, and they will spend more than 
200 days of it on the road around the 
world showing the pride and dedica-
tion of the everyday, hard-working 
Airmen voluntarily serving America 
and defending freedom.
  Joe’s model represents the General 

Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon. The 
Falcon is an amazing fighter plane 
used by the US Air Force and the 
Air National Guard. The US Navy 
even uses them as aggressor aircraft 
in training. This is such a sophisti-
cated aircraft, that it needs to use 
computers to retard its performance 
to levels that won’t render its pilot 
unconscious. here’s a little Thunder-
bird trivia for you. If you look at the 
small numbers on the intakes of the 
Thunderbirds, you will notice that the 
solo aircraft, Thunderbird #5 has its 
number affixed upside down. This is 
done because that aircraft spends so 
much of its time in the air inverted, 
that intake number will read correctly 
during the show.
  Congratulations, Joe, on building 
another extremely clean aircraft. 
  Joe’s aircraft builds are among 
the best you will find anywhere. his 
attention to detail, clean building style, 
and top notch finishing techniques 
make his aircraft builds a threat to win 
on any contest table. n



Support the
local hobby Shops
ThAT SupporT our Club

MAin line hobbieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

bnb hobby & TrAin depoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

d & K hobbieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hobbyMASTerS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z hobbieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


